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PROFESSIONAL 
BACKGROUND  

EDUCATION 

PROFESSIONAL 
ACTIVITIES   

GoransonBain Ausley, PLLC 
Dallas, Texas; Partner; March 1, 2005 to present 

District Judge, 303rd Judicial District Court, Dallas 
County, Texas; March 2004 to December 2004 

Associate Judge, 301st Judicial District Court, Dallas,   
County, Texas; 1997 to March 2004 

Gardere & Wynne, L.L.P., Dallas, Texas; Trial Section; 
1987 to 1997 

Child Placement Worker III, Tarrant County Child Welfare, 
Sexual Abuse Unit, Ft. Worth, Texas; 1979 to 1984 

Social Worker, New Lives, Ft. Worth Independent School 
District, Ft. Worth, Texas; 1978 to 1979 

Social Worker, John Peter Smith Hospital, Ft. Worth, Texas; 
1977 to 1978 

St. Mary’s University, San Antonio, Texas 
Juris Doctor, May 1987; graduated with distinction 
Honors:  Dean’s List; Phi Delta Phi; The John Harlan Society 
The American Inns of Court, San Antonio Chapter 
Law Review Casenote and Comment Editor 

Texas Christian University, Ft. Worth, Texas 
Master of Public Administration, December 1981 
Graduated with honors:  Phi Alpha Alpha 

North Texas State University, Denton, Texas 
Bachelor of Arts in Social Science, December 1976 
Completed specialized social work program  

Dallas Bar Association, Family Law Section 
Dallas Family Law Section, Past Member of Board of Directors     
Dallas Family Law Section, Past Legislative Committee Member 
Texas Bar Foundation Fellow 
Dallas Bar Foundation 
State Bar of Texas, Family Law Section 
Faith & Liberty’s Place Advisory Board 
St. Mary’s Law School Alumni Board of Directors, 1999 to 2003 
Community Partners of Dallas 



Collin County Bar Association, Family Law Section 
Denton County Bar Association, Family Law Section 
Legacy Family Court, Board of Directors 
Jonathan’s Place, Board of Directors 
Scholar Shot, Board of Directors 

   
PUBLICATIONS/ High Conflict Family Law Matters and Personality Disorders, 39th  
LECTURES Annual Advanced Family Law Course, State Bar of Texas (August 

2013) 
 
 The Mentally Incompetent Party, 36th Annual Advanced Family 
 Law Course, State Bar of Texas (August 2010) 
 
 Substance Abuse Cases, What Every Attorney Should Know About 
 Drug and Alcohol Testing, 9th Annual Family Law on the Front 
 Lines, State Bar of Texas (June 18-19, 2009) 
 

Preparing Your Client for Social Studies and Psychological 
 Evaluations, 32nd Annual Marriage Dissolution Institute, State Bar 

of Texas (April 2009) 
 

Professionalism in the Family Law Courts & Practice, Dallas Bar  
 Association (December 2008) 
 

  How to Prepare Your Client for a Social Study, Psychological 
 Home Study, 8th Annual Family Law on the Front Lines, State Bar 

of Texas (June 2008) 
 
T3: TRO’s, TO’s, TI’s Associate Judge Conference (July 2005) 

 
Setting and Modifying Child Support, Analyzing the Not so 
Common Child Support Issues Associate Judge Conference (July 
2004) 

 
Squeezing Blood out of the Turnip:  Dividing Debt, 27th  

 Annual Advanced Family Law Course, State Bar of Texas (August 
2001) 

   
A View From the Bench:  Temporary Hearings, 25th Annual 
Advanced Family Law Course, State Bar of Texas (August 1999) 

 
  Training for Associate Judges – Handling the Big Money  

 Cases, 24th Annual Advanced Family Law Course, State Bar of 
Texas (August 1998) 

 
Child Support and Visitation, Pro Bono Family Law Training, 
Dallas Volunteer Attorney Program, Dallas Bar Association 
(October 1998) 
 



Dealing with the Untrustworthy and Unqualified Expert, Family 
Law Practice Institute, University of Houston Law Foundation 
(September 1996) 
 
Putting Power in Your Pen:  Effective Drafting Techniques – 
Family Law (A Practitioner’s Perspective)(A View from the 
Bench), Annual Meeting of the Legal Assistants Division of the 
State Bar of Texas, State Bar Convention (June 1996). 
 
Dealing with Untrustworthy Expert:  How to Challenge Them; 
How to Exclude Them, Family Law Practice After the New 
Legislation, University of Houston Law Foundation  (February 
1996) 
 
The Effect of Post-Deregulation Court Decisions on Air Carriers’ 
Liability for Lost, Delayed or Damaged Baggage, 55 J. Air L. & 
Com. 653 (1990) 
 
Comment, Article 38.071 of the Texas Code of Criminal 
Procedure: A Legislative Response to the Need of Children in the 
Courtroom, 18 St. Mary’s L.J. 279 (1986) 
 
Note, Punitive Damages – Judgment Granting Equitable Relief 
Cannot Support Award of Punitive Damages When Actual 
Damages are Not Also Recovered, 17 St. Mar’s L.J. 529 (1986) 

     
HONORS AND    The John M. Harlan Society  
AWARDS 

Phi Alpha Alpha 
 

Phi Delta Phi 

Note and Comment Editor, St. Mary's Law Journal 

“Best Lawyers in America” in Family Law 

“Best Lawyers in America” in Family Law Mediation 

“Best Women Lawyers in Dallas” by D Magazine 

“Best Lawyers in Dallas” by D Magazine 

“Super Lawyer” in the area of Family Law, Texas Monthly 
Magazine 

“Texas’s Best Lawyers” in The Dallas Morning News 

 
 




